
THE MINISTER. 

Dear Friends, 

Michael W Smith, a Christian musician we enjoy, has two songs that fit this 

moment rather well. The first, Pray for Me, begins: ‘Here is where the road 

divides, Here is where we realize, The sculpting of the Father's great design…’ 

We can’t quite believe that five years ago, almost to the day of writing this, 

we were moving into our new home at Oak Park Ave and beginning a new 

chapter in ministry. Yet, here we are, at the end of that chapter and the 

beginning of something new. 

God, in his wisdom, brought us together and from the fun of Radio Ha! Ha! 

through the reshaping of the Grand Plan, and the challenges of Circuit 

changes we find ourselves at a new point of departure and new beginnings 

again. As we look back over the past five years, more than anything else it is 

the people who have shared the journey with us that mean the most. 

At each of the three Churches I have had responsibility for, it has been good 

to see the growth in those who have taken up the challenges in different 

ways. On leadership teams, church councils, Bible study, mission teams, 

committees and so much more. For all this, and all of you, we give grateful 

thanks to God. All of which brings me to the second song called Friends. 

‘And friends are friends forever, If the Lord's the Lord of them, And a friend 

will not say never, 'Cause the welcome will not end, Though it's hard to let 

you go, In the Father's hands we know, That a lifetime's not too long, To live 

as friends.’ Indeed, one of the bittersweet moments of ministry is the horde 

of people packed into our hearts and lives we take along with us to the next 

place! Within a few days of writing this we’ll be with some of those whom we 

haven’t seen in 12 years in Johannesburg but we know it will seem as if it was 

only yesterday as we pick up with them again albeit only for a moment. 

Inasmuch as we hope our time here has impacted your lives, you have 

impacted ours. Thank you for the love and care we have received, the 

challenges we have faced together and the opportunities for the Gospel we 

have shaped together which brings me back to the first song again. 

‘Won't you pray for me and I'll pray for you, Pray that we will keep the 

common ground, Won't you pray for me and I'll pray for you, And one day 



love will bring us back around, Oh, I know that love will bring us back around, 

Again.’  Indeed, our prayer for you is that even as our paths diverge in this 

moment that you will know God’s grace and love urging you on to new 

things, new opportunities for sharing the good news, new moments to 

celebrate his life shaping yours and new expressions of hope and joy bringing 

his peace into the hearts of the communities you serve. 

Yours in the Gospel, 

Gavin & Angela. 


